


A Note from the Director, Cynthia Farmer

Dear museum family,

We are busy as bees preparing for our spring and summer events, programs, camps,
and educational tours. We're ready to welcome many school children this spring and
we even have a few summer school programs on the calendar. Our staff, board of
directors, and a strong contingent of loyal volunteers are actively planning for event
favorites including: the Living History Encampment, Independence Day Celebration,

Tazewell County Fiddlers’ Convention, Little Pioneer Camp, and Pioneer Apprentice
Camp. In addition, our Pioneer Park continues to be a popular location for spring, summer, and fall
weddings, reunions, and other gatherings. Our calendar is filling up with many special events at
Historic Crab Orchard Museum & Pioneer Park.

We have also embarked upon some necessary renovations and maintenance projects in preparation for
our very full schedule. Upon evaluation of our picnic shelter area it became apparent that its needs
went far beyond simple repairs. Therefore, with the assistance of grant funding, the decision was made
to dismantle the unsafe structure and replace it with a new structure. This new picnic shelter will be
complete and ready for visitors and events by mid-May. Additionally, the exterior of the Frog Level
Service Station was due for some much-needed repairs to the siding, along with new windows and fresh
paint. With the foresight of the Tazewell Rotary and The Ratcliffe Foundation, a fund was established to
provide earnings that could be used to ensure the building’s preservation. So, now the repairs are well
underway and the Frog Level Service Station repairs and renovations will be completed in the coming
weeks.

Other exciting news revolves around the children of our Tazewell County community. We have opened
our doors and, specifically our changing gallery, to become a temporary home for the Youth Services
division of the Tazewell County Public Library. While final repairs are underway to complete the
renovations at the library’s Tazewell Building, children will be able to come to this “pop up” location to
enjoy many programs that the Youth Services staff provides. We continue to enjoy a great partnership

with the Tazewell County Public Library and
welcome these families into our doors. 1 think
this collaboration speaks highly of our heritage, of
neighbors helping neighbors. Heritage that also
includes joining together with a common goal:
fostering the development of our children, which
is truly where our future lies.

As we continue to preserve and promote our
heritage, whether it be in the form of physical
structures or future generations, I am honored to
be of service to the cause. I am proud of the staff
and board of directors that remain steadfast in
our mission. I hope that our museum will
continue to be a special place, enjoyed and shared
by many. So, thank you, museum family, for
honoring our past and our traditions. Now let’s
enjoy that legacy as we gather to enjoy memories,
music, dance, camps, tours, and many other
activities that embrace and promote our history.










History comes alive in the Pioneer Park June 7 - 9th!
Visit with costumed demonstrators and interpreters and discover the joys and challenges of life on the
Appalachian frontier during the 1800s. Demonstrations may include archery, black powder shooting,
WOOdWOl’ldhg, ]’)Ga I"JC]') COOI(ir)g, b[&cl@ﬂ’)ithihg, ar)d MOYE. (Demonstrations subject to change due to volunteer availability.)
Don’t miss this chance to step into the past and find out if you have what it takes to be a pioneer!




Summer dates are filling up at The Cottage.
Make your reservations soon to ensure availability!



Te Llogacy Shcicyy

Established in 2020 as a reflection of the need to support Historic Crab Orchard Museum & Pioneer Park
as it was impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic, the Legacy Society recognizes individuals who value the
museum’s mission to serve as a bridge across past and future generations, connecting us to our roots and
reminding us who we are. Through a one-time gift of $5,000, either in their own name or as a gift in honor
of a loved one, Legacy Society members honor the pioneering spirit the museum seeks to remember and
share with all who enter our site. Additionally, the creation of the society replaces the Lifetime option for
museum membership, and all Lifetime Members are now members of the Legacy Society.

The museum staff and Board of Directors thank you, our most devoted and determined supporters,
for remembering the museum and its mission to preserve the past for the future, and for taking on
the challenges we face with the boldness and bravery consistent with our Appalachian heritage.
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For information about becoming a Legacy Society member, please contact Cynthia Farmer by phone at 276-988-6755,
or via email at cfarmer@craborchardmuseum.com.




\\

MIOM)SN UEST)IIY S, BIUIBIIA }SoMINog
IUTRJUNOIA S} PUNOy,
90I9WIWIOY) JO ISquIRYD AJUNo)) [[9MIZB],
9DI9WIUIOY) JO IDqUIBRYD Ployon[g I9jeals
SWINSSNIA] JO UOTJRIDOSSY BIUIBITA

JIIINTIA

UIOD " WINSSNUIPILYDIOqRID MMM
UI0D " WINSSNUIPILYDIOqRID®)OJul
G519-886 (912)

aILsINOITA IDIAYIS SSTIAAY

15972 eruibiIA ‘[[omaze],
peoy pIeYd10 qeld £99¢
JIed 1o9uold ®
WINSSN\ PIRYDIQ el JDIIO)SIH
OV} JO 19))9[SMON
$202 [udy

ropuryyed yebsid oyL

12

N

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Rod Moore, Chairman
Nancy Brooks, Vice Chairman
Aaron Gillespie, Treasurer

Susan Reeves, Secretary

Doug Branton

Kim Campbell
Lucie D’ Amato
Annabelle Galumbeck
David Mullins
Catherine C. Payne
Peggy Foster Peery
Lonnie Quesenberry
Peggy Riley

Travis Roberts
Michael Wood, III

Joe Bowen, Counsel to the Board

MUSEUM
STAFF

Cynthia Farmer
Executive Director

Cindy Ringstaff
Administrative Coordinator

Laura Mallory

Education Director

Elisabeth Hemsworth

Curator

PART TIME STAFF

Brittany Davis, Bethany Estoll,
Amy Whitt, Jenny Woodward

Mission Statement

The Historic Crab Orchard Museum is an educational institution whose mission is to identify, collect, preserve, interpret,
and promote the diverse Appalachian cultural heritage of Southwest Virginia and the surrounding region.




